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Scyphosphaera 
pacifica 
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Figs. 3, 6-9 - Scyphospahera pacifica n. sp. Aquarius 1, core 2 (458.2-458.3 m.). 3) para type NMV P 31896, ordinary light; 
6, 9) paratype NMV P 31894, (6) ordinary light, (9) X-nicols; 7-8) Capricorn 1A, core 2 (488.1-488.2 m.), holotype NMV 

P 31895, (7) ordinary light (8) X -nicols. 

Description: 

This species is barrel-shaped with a short neck; the height of the lopadolith is greater 
than its width_ Greatest width is attained in the lower or middle part of the lopadolith; 
the apex is as wide as or narrower than the base_ The neck is commonly straight but 
can be slightly incised. 

Dimensions: Height 15-25.5 p,; width 10.5-18 p,; width of apex 6-10.5 p,; width of base 7.5-12 p,. 
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Remarks: 

This species differs from Scyphosphaera amphora, S. apsteini, S. intermedia, S. 

cantharellus and S. lagena in having a more rounded, barrel-shaped outline. In addition, 

the present species differs from S. amphora in that the neck is straight or only very slightly 

incised and differs from S. intermedia and S. lagena in that the neck is shorter. S. pacifica 
has a larger and straighter necK' than S. queenslandesis. The presence of the neck and 

the lack of a collar distinguish it from S. procera and S. pulcherrima, respectively. The 

form closest to S. pacifica is S.· kamptneri,described by Muller (1974, p. 592) from the 

western Indian Ocean, Leg 25, Deep Sea Drilling Project. S. pacifica also differs from 

S. kamptneri in respect to the outer shape of a slight incision in the neck and no lacing 

at the apical end. S. kamptneri is smaller and more slender than S. pacifica. It can be 

assumed that S. kamptneri developed from S. pacifica. Both species occur in the Late 

Miocene and Early Pliocene. Plate 3, figure 3 represents an intermediate form between 

the two species. 

Type level: 

Late Miocene. 
Occurrence offshore eastern Queesland: Late Miocene to Early Pliocene. 

Type locality: 

Capricorn 1A well, core 2, inte'rval from 488.1-488.2 m., Aquarius 1 well, core 2, interval 

from 458.2-458.3 m., Capricorn Basin, offshore eastern Queensland. 

Depository: 

Holotype: NMV P 31895 (plate 3, figures 7-8). 
Paratypes: NMV P 31894-31896 (plate 3, figures 3, 6, 9). 

Author: 

Rade J., 1975, p. 158; pl. 3, figs. 3, 6-9. 

Reference: 

Scyphospahera evolutionary trends with special reference to eastern Australia. 

Micropaleontology, vol. 21, no. 2, pp. 151-164, 4 pls., 3 text-figs. 
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